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Despite a tense atmosphere leading up to the general elections in Panama, the May 8 voting
transpired for the most part without violence or fraud, and with a relatively low rate of voter
abstention. Presidential candidate Ernesto Perez Balladares, from the opposition Revolutionary
Democratic Party (PRD), achieved a slim victory, securing one-third of the valid votes cast. In his
initial declarations and actions following the victory, Perez indicated that he plans to work closely
with the country's other political forces in a "government of national unity."
The biggest surprise in the electoral results was not the victory by Perez, who had topped all public
opinion polls conducted since early this year, but the unexpectedly strong showing by Mireya
Moscoso, widow of three-times president Arnulfo Arias. Moscoso, who had been running in forth
or fifth place in most pre-election polls, came in second in the elections, receiving about 45,000 votes
less than Perez. Moscoso was the candidate of an alliance comprised of current President Guillermo
Endara's Arnulfista Party (PA), the Authentic Liberal Party (Partido Liberal Autentico, PLA), and the
Independent Democratic Union (Union Democratica Independiente, UDI).
Moscoso received nearly as many votes as the combined total of the two candidates who were
expected to come out ahead of her, Ruben Blades and Ruben Dario Carles. The showing by Blades
was particularly disappointing, since the 17% of the vote he received on election day was far below
projections made by pollsters based on a surge in his popularity during the last two weeks before
the elections. Since Moscoso and Carles together received over 45% of the votes, the election
outcome suggests that had the pro- government parties succeeded in backing a single candidate,
they might well have achieved their objective of averting a victory by the PRD.
During the month of April, intense efforts were launched by those parties to unite behind a single
candidate. The efforts ultimately failed, however, as party leaders were unable to reach agreement
on whether to back Carles or Moscoso as the presidential candidate. The National Counting
Board (Junta Nacional de Escrutinio, JNE) released the official final results from the presidential
balloting on May 11, three days after the elections: Ernesto Perez Balladares 355,307, 33.3% (Pueblo
Unido); Mireya Moscoso de Gruber 310,372, 29.1% (Partido Arnulfista); Ruben Blades 182,405, 17.1%
(Movimiento Papa Egoro); Ruben Dario Carles 171,192, 16.1% (Cambio 94); Eduardo Vallarino,
25,476 2.4% (Partido Democrata Cristiano, PDC); Samuel Lewis Galindo, 18,424 1.7% (Concertacion
Nacional); Jose Salvador Munoz 3,668, 0.3% (Partido Panamenista Doctrinario, PPD); Blank and void
ballots 37,734; Total ballots cast 1,104,578' Registered voters, 1,499,844; Abstention, 26.3%
Perez and his two vice presidents, Tomas Altamirano Duque and Felipe Virzi, will take office on
Sept. 1. The Pueblo Unido coalition is comprised of Perez's PRD, the Labor Party (Partido Laborista),
and the Liberal Republican Party (Partido Liberal Republicano, PLR). In the wake of the electoral
results, president-elect Perez wasted no time in assuring the country's political elite that he plans to
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put together a broad government. "There has not been a majority mandate," admitted Perez after a
meeting on May 9 with President Endara to begin planning the transition. "That obligates us to look
for ways to construct links with other political forces." The same theme was emphasized in a frontpage editorial published in daily newspaper La Prensa on May 9. "The next government will be one
of the minority, with the support of just one-third of the votes legally cast at the ballot box. That is
going to require a constant search for consensus, particularly in the Legislative Assembly, without
which it would be impossible to govern."
Final results from the legislative and municipal races have yet to be released. However, preliminary
results suggested that the PRD will not control a majority of seats in the legislature.
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